What is happening nationally?

With more and more 20 mph schemes being implemented the evidence is there for all to see. Lowering speeds to 20 mph really does create streets that everyone can use – the young, the old, and everyone in between; there are no age limits where civilised streets are concerned. Towns and cities across Britain, many of them similar in size to Oxford, are looking at ways to extend 20 mph. 

Did you know …?

20 mph speed limits can be advisory or mandatory. There are all sorts of technicalities surrounding Home Zones, 20 mph zones, 20 mph limits, pedestrian priority zones, and suchlike. One of the ways LB@20 can help local groups is by helping you understand such matters.
Across Britain, communities are turning to 20 mph speed limits to civilise their streets: 

Kingston-upon-Hull – 20 mph champion

Portsmouth – intending to be first city to introduce blanket 20 mph

North Lanarkshire – 20 mph zones using signs only

Aberdeen – set to pioneer a blanket 20 mph speed limit

Kingston-upon-Hull – 20 mph champion

The City now has more than 115 20 mph traffic calmed zones, covering over 30 per cent of the city’s roads, and they are pressing on to civilise more streets. Over 200 deaths or serious injuries and 1000 other injuries are estimated to have been saved since the first zones were implemented in the 1990’s. The total number of crashes within the 20 mph zones has fallen by 56 per cent, the number of crashes with deaths or serious injuries has been cut by 90 per cent and the number of child pedestrian casualties is down by 74 per cent. 
Portsmouth – intending to be first city to introduce blanket 20 mph
Portsmouth has recently agreed to implement 20 mph limits on almost all its streets by 2008. This will make it the first city in Britain to introduce a blanket 20 mph speed limit on all residential roads to reduce serious accidents. As well as reducing the number of injuries on the city’s streets, the £475,000 scheme is aimed at reducing noise pollution and improving air quality. 
North Lanarkshire – 20 mph zones using signs only

The results from a Scotland-wide trial of low-cost advisory 20 mph schemes in residential areas were so good that North Lanarkshire Council decided to extend the three trial areas in its own area to all suitable residential streets. By March 2002 advisory 20 mph speed limits covered the vast majority of residential roads in North Lanarkshire. Strathclyde Police was very supportive of the project. Householders were consulted to gain their support. So far, the scheme covers the majority of the council’s 325,000 residents. Just over £360,000 was spent on the various elements of the scheme up to March 2001, and since then there has been a significant reduction in casualties. The council is now piloting mandatory 20 mph sign-only zones in three large residential areas.

Aberdeen – set to pioneer a blanket 20 mph speed limit

Aberdeen has pledged to become the first city in Scotland to impose a blanket 20 mph city-centre speed limit in an attempt to improve pedestrian safety. The city council’s environment and infrastructure committee backed the proposal for a central Aberdeen speed limit order. There was only a handful of objections to the plan during the formal statutory consultation exercise - most wanting the proposed limit to be extended further. Grampian Police, Grampian Fire and Rescue Service and the Scottish Ambulance Service have pledged their support for the new controls. 
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